President François Mittérand's lasting mark on the country, les Grands travaux (the Great Works) during the late '80s and early '90s.
The author suggests that all of the talk and hype concerning France's cultural heritage, respect, and recognition of cultural differences, regionalism as well as Mitterand's support of decentralization may very well have provided Jean-Marie Le Pen just the ammunition he needed to gain support for his "France for the French" campaign against immigration and pluralism. Lebovics then makes a connection between the post-colonial dilemma of France and the current "dance of the museums" beginning in the '90s. Although the museum projects still under way began with the intention of better representing all of the French, including ex-colonies and the DOM-TOM's, the end results are or will be simply a reconstruction of "the old dichotomy between the 'civilized' and the 'primitive'" (176).
Lebovics' work is timely and informative as well as creative in the connections made between the French empire, its decline and current issues in French politics and society. It is definitely a must-read for anyone involved in French studies research and teaching as well as for those whose discipline is cultural studies and more specifically postcolonial studies. It is an excellent guide to understanding the current political and cultural climate in France. 
